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It’s always a good idea to have goals. Not just short term 
goals, but also long term goals. August is a great time to 
start reassessing your goals to work towards  your dream!  
 
My husband and I have a goal of visiting every state and we 
are very close to completing it, only a few more to go! This 
then leads to the bigger dream of retiring, buying an RV and  

traveling the states.  
 
What are your dreams? Have you set goals in place to help reach those 
dreams? Sometimes your goals are crystal clear, but you should always 
ask if you are dreaming big enough. It’s really important to have goals 
that inspire you so much that you can use them to help you get through 
life's struggles. 
 
After looking at the bigger picture, your end goal, look three years down 
the road and  see what  goal you need to accomplish in three years in or-
der to meet your lifetime goal.  
 
Then look 12 weeks down the road. What do you need to accomplish in 
12 weeks in order to meet your three year goal. Having these dreams are 
such a vital piece to life’s purpose. Until next time! 
 

     -Attorney Edrie Pfeiffer 
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HRLS Happenings 
 

Just A Thought... 

“You get to decide today if life is 

happening TO you, or if life is hap-

pening FOR you.”  

—Rachel Hollis 

We love our clients, and we 

love referrals! 

Have your referrals mention your 

name so we can recognize you and 

make a donation to the Beach Health 

Clinic in your honor.  Special thanks to 

the following individuals who have 

referred new clients to us this month: 

M. Thorton, H. Baskin, and  

M. Kuligowski 

 

That’s What They Said! Stories From Our Clients 
“Bankruptcy scared me because I was concerned about working with an attorney - would they be there for me and 

give me the best advice for my case? The team at Hampton Roads Legal got together to help me and point me in the 
right direction. Everyone is so friendly and willing to help! They have great attitudes and I felt like family to them. Not 
what I was expecting from an attorney! They helped me to start over and improve my financial situation, and taught 

me how to plan better so I have a stronger future”.  —Troy C. 

Go to www.hamptonroadslegal.com/testimonials.cfm to read more client stories! 
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Repossession 
What are your options if your car is about to be repossessed or already has been? 

 When purchasing a vehicle, most people don’t have the cash on hand to purchase the car. In-
stead they must get a car loan to purchase it. When this happens, the car becomes collateral for the 
loan, this is what we call "secured." 
 Now you've fallen behind on the payments which risks the immediate repossession of your 
car. Depending on the company, if you’ve missed one or more payments, you could walk outside to 
find your vehicle gone.  

 A repossession agent can break into your car 
and either drive it away or tow it. What we call repos-
session is a process known as "self-help." This is be-
cause the creditor can help themselves without going 
to the Court for permission. In most states the credi-
tor doesn't even have to inform you that they are re-
possessing the car. There are a few things that you 
need to know about self-help though: 

1. A self-help repossession is not allowed to breach 
the peace. Meaning if the person repossessing the 
vehicle threatens violence, continues to repossess the car despite objections, or trespasses to 
gain possession, then the repossession is wrongful.  

2. A creditor cannot repossess a car from an active duty military personnel when the car was pur-
chased before the individual entered active duty service. This could even extend to a family 
member of an active duty military, but only if they apply to the court for an order that would 
prohibit the repossession of the vehicle.  

3. Virginia is considered a curing state, which means that the creditor must give you the opportuni-
ty to pay off the deficiency before they can repossess. 

 When the creditor repossesses the car, their next option is to sell it and often it will be for an 
amount less than what you owe on it. If this is the case, then you may find the creditor getting a 
judgment against you for the remaining balance. That judgment will often times lead to a garnish-
ment. This can lead to you owing thousands of dollars that you don’t have. 

 The next question is, “But what if the car has already been repossessed?” A creditor must 
give you notice that allows a “reasonable time” before they sell it. Ten days is usually considered 
reasonable time.  

1. You could redeem the vehicle. This means that if you pay the full remaining amount due plus 
expenses you can recover the repossessed vehicle.  

2. You can attempt to negotiate with the creditor.  

3. You can get your car back by filing for bankruptcy, even after it’s repossessed, if you do so before 
the creditor sells it. Choosing to do a chapter 13 could set you up with a repayment plan that 
would allow you to keep your vehicle as well as the possibility of getting a lower payment.  

If your car has been repossessed or is about to be repossessed, give us a call ASAP! 
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Back to School? 
Resources for Working Adults Considering Continuing Education 

August Spotlight: Child Custody 

Navigating Child Custody During the School Year 
 

Facebook.com/HamptonRoadsLegal 

Separated parents can still come together to 
help manage their children’s involvement in 
school and work together for the best interest 
of the child. 

1. Homework can sometimes get lost in the 
shuffle. Have a set plan for what happens if 
homework is forgotten at the other parents 
house. It might even be a good idea to email 
teachers and get the homework schedule so 
there isn’t any confusion. 

2. Have consistency. This way kids can antici-
pate a transition and know how to plan for 
it.  

3. Know your child's extracurricular activities 
and be willing to work around their sched-
ule. Remember you want this to be as easy 
as possible on them.  

4. Both parent’s should be involved with school 
activities as well as parent-teacher confer-
ences and any other school appointments.  

Having two homes during the school year can be 
hard on children, so just remember to focus on 
their needs to help make the transition as 
smooth as possible.  
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(ƛƙƛȺɯƗƘƚ-ƙƜƕƙɯ 

THIS FIRM IS NOT A PUBLIC LEGAL AID AGENCY 

Hampton Roads Legal Services located in Virginia Beach assists clients with Debt Relief, Bankruptcy, Family Law and Estate 

Planning matters. We serve Hampton Roads including Virginia Beach, Norfolk, Chesapeake, Portsmouth, Suffolk and sur-

rounding areas.  This firm is not a public legal aid agency. 
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Financial Aid? See Page 3! 

tel:757-346-5815
mailto:info@hamptonroadslegal.com

