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We welcome August with open arms! The heatwave last 
month was really brutal, so we’re excited about more enjoy-
able summer temperatures. Have you traveled somewhere 
this summer or done a “staycation”?  For all of you staying 
put in Hampton Roads, don’t forget to take advantage of all 
the fun things we have here. All the beaches, parks and mu-
seums can keep you busy all month! 
 

If you follow our Facebook page, you may have noticed that we have be-
come a lot more active with our posts. This is one change we have made to 
make sure that we really go above and beyond with trying to provide you all 
with helpful money saving tips.  On our page you can find anything from 
cheap recipes, maintenance tips and grocery deals to free activities in the 
area. You also get to hear from our staff on Wednesdays so make sure to 
check the page for help and inspiration!  
 
Around this time last year, I asked you all to think about your dreams for the 
future and I’d like to remind you once again to do the same. Do you have any 
dreams for your future? Are you actively working towards reaching them? 
Are you struggling? Having something “at the end of the tunnel” that you 
can work towards, is very helpful when it comes to achieving your goals and 
dreams. 
 
Enjoy the this last month of summer! Until next month... 
 

-Attorney Edrie Pfeiffer 

August 2019 Monthly Newsletter  

HRLS Happenings  

Just A Thought... 

“The way to get started is to quit 

talking and begin doing”  

- Walt Disney  

 

We love our clients, and we 

love referrals! 

Have your referrals mention your 

name so we can recognize you and 

make a donation to the Beach Health 

Clinic in your honor.  Special thanks to 

the following individual who have re-

ferred new clients to us this month: 

M. Koza 

FREE OFFER! 

How long do I have to wait to file for a divorce in Virginia? Does it matter if we have minor children? 
What if we agree to everything? Do I need my spouse's permission to get a divorce? What if we don't 

agree on custody or some other issue?  
 

No more guessing and wondering! Attorney Pfeiffer explains the process to help you make your 
divorce as stress free as possible! 

 
Call us at 757-346-5815 or visit hamptonroadslegal.com/reports to get 

your FREE copy! 
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What to expect when you’re expecting Bankruptcy 
 

You’ve finally taken the leap to change your financial future through bankruptcy, but now there is a huge question mark 
in your mind about what happens next! Maybe you are beginning the research phase of making a decision, and you 
just want to know the basic details of filing for bankruptcy.  

The bankruptcy process can be overwhelming, but knowing what you will need to do ahead of time can alleviate some 
of the stress and reduce fear of the unknown. In this article you can read about 5 of the most important factors that are 
“Need to Know” about the bankruptcy process.   

1. You will have LOTS of paperwork.  Once you retain an attorney, they will give you packets of questionnaires that 
you will have to complete. Why can’t your attorney do this for you? Because it is your financial information. You are re-
quired to be honest and upfront about what is going on with your finances. Your attorney cannot complete the paper-
work for you, and he or she won’t be able to file your case at all if the paperwork is incomplete or inaccurate. The best 
way to handle all the paperwork is to set aside 3-4 hours of time on an evening or weekend and focus on answering 
each question to the best of your ability. 

2. You will need to provide documentation.  The questionnaires that you filled out are necessary for the attorney to 
evaluate your financial information. But because you are dealing with a court case (bankruptcy is settled in court), proof 
must be available for all financial statements. Your paystubs or income statements, State and Federal taxes, and vehi-
cle insurance information are just a few of the documents required by the court. Your attorney will give you a list of the 
documents that you will need to provide. If you are thinking about speaking with an attorney about bankruptcy anytime 
in the next few months, it would be a good idea to start gathering these documents now to save yourself the frantic 
stress later! 

3.You may get discounts on your attorney fees. Sometimes your 
attorney may offer a discount if you do certain things that make the 
attorney’s job easier. A good example is if you complete all your 
paperwork and provide your documents sooner than requested. 
This makes the attorney’s job easier because they don’t need to 
wait on you for information. A compassionate attorney will often give 
you a discount for this. You might also get a discount if you are able 
to pay your total attorney fee up front, or within a few weeks. Attor-
neys always appreciate this because they won’t be holding your file 
in limbo while they wait for your payment. Keep in mind that dis-
counts are often based off your situation. For example, if you have 
an emergency situation and your attorney has to complete your file 
very rapidly, you will most likely not get a discount because the attorney is pushing your file ahead of any other clients. 
  
4. Your bankruptcy will probably take a few months to be filed. Many bankruptcy clients think that if they provided 
all their paperwork quickly and paid their fees up front, then the bankruptcy should be filed immediately. Unless there is 
a drastic emergency, such as foreclosure or repossessed vehicle, your bankruptcy will still be completed in the order it 
was received. First come, first served, so to speak. When you retain, most likely several other people also retained 
ahead of you and even more people are already in the bankruptcy process. Your appointments will be scheduled out 
accordingly. If you want your file bumped ahead of any other clients, most attorneys will offer that option if you pay a 
fee. The bottom line is, be patient. Just like your debt was not accumulated overnight, your bankruptcy will not be com-
pleted overnight (in most situations).  
 
5. You don’t have to be stressed. Just the thought of bankruptcy causes endless amounts of anxiety for some peo-
ple. If you have done your research and hired the right attorney, your stress can be left at the attorney’s door. As long 
as you are doing exactly what the attorney tells you, you are providing every document and you have made all the nec-
essary payments, there is no reason for you to continue worrying. A good attorney will handle everything in a timely 
manner and will keep you informed through every step of the process. The key is to do your research. Find an attorney 
with excellent reviews and proven case results, so you can see exactly what other people in your situation thought of 
that attorney.  

Are you ready to start the process? We can help you. Call us at  757-346-5815! 
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            Summer is Almost Over! 
                Gardening and Back to School tips 

Name & Email change! 

Important announcement! 

 

 

Katie’s  

Gardening Tips! 

Fall is the perfect time for planting shrubs and 
bushes!  While it may be hot outside still this 
month, now is when you want to think about 
what bushes you may want to put in this 
fall.  We all know the standard boxwoods and 

junipers.. but 
step outside 
the box and 
take a look at 
the American 
beautyberry 
which is a na-
tive meaning 

low maintenance, or the Meyer Lilac which will 
leave your yard smelling so sweet in early 
Spring.  Another variation of an ageless classic is 
the Oakleaf Hydrangea, but the standard bigleaf 
hydrangeas come in an amazing array of colors. 
What will thrive in your yard?  
 

- Paralegal and Master  
Gardener Katie Taylor 

 Facebook.com/HamptonRoadsLegal 

Back to School Tips! 

1. Make homework a priority. Make homework time a daily habit. Find a quiet 
and consistent place at home where your child can complete his or her home-
work. If your child is having difficulty with his or her homework, make an ap-
pointment with the teacher sooner rather than later.  
 
2. Prepare a study area. Set up a special place at home to do school work and 
homework. Remove distractions. Make it clear that education is a top priority in 
your family: show interest and praise your child’s work.  
 
3. Take charge of the TV. Limit the 
time that you let your child watch TV, 
and when you do decide to do TV time, 
make it a family affair. Talk together 
about what you see and ask questions 
after the show ends.  
 
4. Get everyone to bed on time. Dur-
ing the summer, children aren’t always on schedule, which is understandable. 
But proper rest is essential for a healthy and productive school year. Help your 
kids get back on track sleep-wise by having them go to bed earlier and wake up 
earlier at least a week in advance of when school actually starts. 
 
5. Plan to read with your child every day. Make a plan to read with your child 
for 20 minutes every day. Your example reinforces the importance of literacy, 
and reading lets you and your child explore new worlds of fun and adventure 
together.  

 

In case you’ve missed it, our paralegal Alexandria 

VanSteeter has changed her name to Alexandria Dixon! 

This also means that her email address has changed and 

she can now be reached at: 

 

 adixon@hamptonroadslegal.com 
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Hampton Roads Legal Services 

372 S. Independence Blvd., Suite 109 

Virginia Beach, VA 23452 

(757) 346-5815  

THIS FIRM IS NOT A PUBLIC LEGAL AID AGENCY 

Hampton Roads Legal Services located in Virginia Beach assists clients with Debt Relief, Bankruptcy, Family Law and Estate 

Planning matters. We serve Hampton Roads including Virginia Beach, Norfolk, Chesapeake, Portsmouth, Suffolk and sur-

rounding areas.  This firm is not a public legal aid agency. 

Office Hours: Mondays – Friday 9:00am-5:00pm 

Office is closed every Monday from 12:00 pm -2:00pm 

Just a friendly reminder that Attorney Pfeiffer and our paralegals do not take walk in appointments or un-

scheduled phone calls. If you need to speak to someone about your case, please call (757) 340-3100 or email                                

info@hamptonroadslegal.com and we can schedule a time for you to call us. This allows us to concentrate on 

your case without interruptions. 

Best Law firm 
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