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Just A Thought...
“But tomorrow may rain, so I
follow the sun”
- The Beatles

August 2020

HRLS Happenings
We welcome August with open arms! The heatwave last
month was really brutal, so we’re excited about more enjoyable summer temperatures. Since traveling has been difficult
this year, have you done a “staycation”? For all of you staying put in Hampton Roads, don’t forget to take advantage of
all the fun things we have here. All the beaches, parks and
museums can keep you busy all month!
How have you been managing during the pandemic? This is an important
time to not only manage your physical health, but your mental health as
well. Stress and worry can put a lot of strain on your body that we’d like to
avoid. If any of that stress is financial, please give us a call so we can help
you work something out!

We love our clients, and we
love referrals!
Have your referrals mention your
name so we can recognize you and
make a donation to the Beach Health
Clinic in your honor. Special thanks to
the following individual who have referred new clients to us this month:

Around this time last year, I asked you all to think about your dreams for the
future and I’d like to remind you once again to do the same. Do you have any
dreams for your future? Are you actively working towards reaching them?
Are you struggling? Having something “at the end of the tunnel” that you
can work towards, is very helpful when it comes to achieving your goals and
dreams.
Enjoy the this last month of summer! Until next month...

-Attorney Edrie Pfeiffer

M. Koza

FREE OFFER!
How long do I have to wait to file for a divorce in Virginia? Does it matter if we have minor children?
What if we agree to everything? Do I need my spouse's permission to get a divorce? What if we don't
agree on custody or some other issue?

No more guessing and wondering! Attorney Pfeiffer explains the process to help you make your
divorce as stress free as possible!

Call us at 757-276-9160 or visit hamptonroadslegal.com/reports to get
your FREE copy!
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Grandparents Visitation Rights in Virginia
Virginia addresses custody and visitation in the same set of statutes. In addition to parents, the statute allows a court to determine visitation for "persons of legitimate interest," including but not limited to grandparents, stepparents, former stepparents, blood relatives and family members. If the grandparent is the parent
of an individual whose parental rights have been terminated, they are not considered a person of legitimate
interest. Adoption also terminates a grandparents rights unless the adopting party is a stepparent.
When a court is asked to make a determination about custody or visitation , the court is instructed that the
primary factor to be considered is the parent-child relationship. Before a court can award visitation to any
other person of legitimate interest, such as a grandparent, the court must determine by clear and convincing
evidence that the visitation is in the best interest of the child. The statue lists several factors to be considered in determining best interest, but some do not apply to grandparent visitation.

The these factors include:
 The age and physical and mental condition of the child, with consideration given to developmental needs.
 The age and physical and mental condition of
each individual requesting visitation.
 The relationship between the individual and each
child, with consideration given to their involvement and capability of meeting the emotional, intellectual and physical needs of the child.
 The needs of the child, giving due consideration
to other important relationships of the child, including but not limited to siblings, peers and extended family members.
 The role that the individual has played and will
play in the future, in the upbringing and care of
the child.
 The reasonable preference of the child, if the court deems the child able to express such
a preference.

 Any history of family abuse.
 Any other factors deemed necessary and proper by the court..
The primary consideration for the court in any type of custody or visitation suit is what is best for the child.
While no one doubts that having extended family involved with a child, it can be difficult to convince the court
that it is in the child’s best interests to have visitation with a grandparent over the objection of the custodial
parent.
If you are a grandparent who wants to seek visitation with a grandchild and the custodial parent is objecting,
I may be able to help you. Contact me or give me a call today at 757-276-9160. We will set up a consultation
to discuss your situation!
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Summer is Almost Over!
Gardening and Back to School tips

Back to School Tips!

Katie’s
Gardening Tips!
Don’t Be Afraid! A lot of annual plants,
vegetables included, benefit from being
cut back. My first year growing tomatoes,
I never wanted to cut them back after taking so much time and effort getting them
to grow! However that mindset produced
large plants, but few tomatoes. But
cutting them back, you encourage fruit/
flower production instead of the plant
constantly putting effort into growing larger. Don’t be afraid to cut back too much
either, I cut off up to a third of my tomato
plants off. Just like a fresh new haircut!

- Paralegal and Master
Gardener Katie Taylor

1. Make homework a priority. Make homework time a daily habit. Find a quiet
and consistent place at home where your child can complete his or her homework. If your child is having difficulty with his or her homework, make an appointment with the teacher sooner rather than later.
2. Prepare a study area. Set up a special place at home to do school work and
homework, this is especially important if school is virtual. Remove distractions.
Make it clear that education is a top priority in your family: show interest and
praise your child’s work.
3. Take charge of the TV. Limit the
time that you let your child watch TV,
and when you do decide to do TV time,
make it a family affair. Talk together
about what you see and ask questions
after the show ends.
4. Get everyone to bed on time. During the summer, children aren’t always on
schedule, which is understandable. But proper rest is essential for a healthy and
productive school year. Help your kids get back on track sleep-wise by having
them go to bed earlier and wake up earlier at least a week in advance of when
school actually starts.
5. Plan to read with your child every day. Make a plan to read with your child
for 20 minutes every day. Your example reinforces the importance of literacy,
and reading lets you and your child explore new worlds of fun and adventure
together.

Facebook.com/HamptonRoadsLegal

Staff Spotlight
Have you met our lovely new intake specialist, Michaela?
Meet Michaela James, our new intake specialist! She started working
with us in May 2020. She moved here from Florida where she was a
competitive cheer coach and sales rep at AT&T. She was born and
raised in Monterey, California and grew up in a family of athletes.
She played softball at a young age and also did 16 years of Competitive Cheerleading, starting in California then moved to Florida to
cheer at her dream gym, Top Gun Allstars. She also won the International World Champion Title in 2017! She has had an opportunity to
travel all over the united states doing what she loves, which is fantastic! She also enjoy fitness training and has a true love for all animals.
Michaela will be happy to assist you with any of your legal needs!
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Hampton Roads Legal Services

372 S. Independence Blvd., Suite 109
Virginia Beach, VA 23452
(757) 276-9160
THIS FIRM IS NOT A PUBLIC LEGAL AID AGENCY
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Hampton Roads Legal Services located in Virginia Beach assists clients with Debt Relief, Bankruptcy, Family Law and Estate
Planning matters. We serve Hampton Roads including Virginia Beach, Norfolk, Chesapeake, Portsmouth, Suffolk and surrounding areas. This firm is not a public legal aid agency.

Office Hours: Mondays – Friday 9:00am-5:00pm
Office is closed every Monday from 12:00 pm -2:00pm

Just a friendly reminder that Attorney Pfeiffer and our paralegals do not take walk in appointments or unscheduled phone calls. If you need to speak to someone about your case, please call (757) 340-3100 or email
info@hamptonroadslegal.com and we can schedule a time for you to call us. This allows us to concentrate on
your case without interruptions.
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