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We’re officially in the last month of 2020. This year has certainly pre-
sented a lot of new challenges, not just for us but for the entire world. 
This year we lived through a global pandemic, we survived toilet paper 
hoarding and homeschooling, office closures and furloughs. Regardless 
of what you went through this year, I want to say this… Be kind to your-
self. Give yourself a pat on the back for making it through this year. It 
has been far from perfect, most of us haven't been able to achieve a lot 
of goals that we set for ourselves this year, and that’s okay. All that 

matters is that we made it through, we are still here and hopefully next year will bring a 
successful vaccine and a return to a normal life again.  
 
Let’s take these last few weeks of 2020 and just appreciate what we have. Let’s be 
thankful for things we usually take for granted, like a roof over our heads, food on our 
table and the family & friends in our lives. So many lives have been taken or disrupted 
by this pandemic, but we will rebuild. We will get healthy, we will deal with our financial 
issues and we will make progress again. Just one step at a time.  
 
We hope you have a wonderful Christmas and New Years, on zoom or with your imme-
diate family. We hope you can end this year with your hearts full of love and grateful-
ness. Until next year. 
 
 

      -Attorney Edrie Pfeiffer 
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HRLS Happenings 
 

Just A Thought... 

“At Christmas, all roads lead  

home”  

—Marjorie Holmes 

We love our clients, and we 

love referrals! 

Have your referrals mention your 

name so we can recognize you and 

make a donation to the Beach Health 

Clinic in your honor.  Special thanks to 

the following individuals who have 

referred new clients to us this month: 

J. Hayden 

Make 2021 Your Best Year Yet! 

Has 2020 worsened your finances? We can help you get a 
fresh start with the New Year. Give us a call at (757) 276-

6555 to request one of our free books or to schedule a con-
sultation with Attorney Pfeiffer! 

Holiday office closings! 

We may close early on Christmas Eve and New Years Eve, keep an eye on 

your email where we will announce closures. 

December 25th & 31st: closed all day! 
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How to Handle Financial Burdens At Christmas 
 

It’s that time of year again. A time for presents under the tree, giving thanks, sharing joy with loved ones, and ex-

pressing your love through gifts. For some, it is also a time for financial hardships. It's a time where you want to ex-

press your love through gifts, but other finances are getting in the way. 

Some who have already been contemplating bankruptcy might be thinking that this is a good time to go on one last 

splurge and get all the things their loved ones want, with the idea that it will all be discharged in a month or so any-

way. 

Wait! What’s a discharge? Simply put, this is an order that releases 

you from any personal liability of your debts, meaning you no long-

er have an obligation to pay. 

As beautiful as this sounds, there are certain rules in Bankruptcy that 

specifically look for this kind of abuse and discourage this kind of 

practices. They look rather closely at those certain debts that were 

racked up with the intention of not repaying them. Bankruptcy courts 

frown on this and deem it fraudulent and therefore these debts will 

be non-dischargeable. 

When you file for bankruptcy the Courts look back at the last 90 days before you file and see if you owed a single 

creditor more that $500 for luxury goods or services. They also look to see if you have received a cash advance more 

than $750 in the 70 days before you filed. If you have these are presumed to be fraudulent and non-dischargeable. 

When considering what “luxury goods” are, the Bankruptcy Code provides that it does not include those goods and 

services that are reasonably necessary for your support and maintenance; however, Christmas gifts would not be 

considered “necessary for support or maintenance.” But the court also considers whether your racked up this debt 

without any reasonable expectation that you would be able to pay it back. In other words, did you buy all these things 

with the intention of filing for bankruptcy? 

Say you fall outside the 90-day window though. You file in March or April instead of January. The Bankruptcy Code still 

allows creditors to challenge the discharge ability of your debts if there is significant use on the cards without a rea-

sonable expectation that you can pay it back. 

Instead, consider making good faith payments on the cards if there has been recent use on them. This coupled with 

time before filing can provide evidence that there is some sort of effort to pay instead of a reasonable expectation 

that you can’t pay. 

This Christmas season you can find more ways to express your love without spending money you don’t necessarily 

have. In short, racking up debt this Christmas with the intention of filing for Bankruptcy in a couple months is never a 

good idea. 

Give us a call at 757-276-6555 to schedule your appointment and  
start your 2021 off right! 
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Candy Cane Fudge Recipe 
What’s better than fudge? Yummmm 

Ingredients 

 

 1 bag (12 oz) white vanilla baking chips 

 1 container vanilla frosting  

 1/4 tsp peppermint extract 

 3 six inch peppermint candy canes crushed 

 Red gel food color  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Facebook.com/HamptonRoadsLegal 

Directions 

Line a 13x9 inch pan with foil, coat with cooking 

spray. In large microwavable bowl, microwave 

white vanilla baking chips uncovered on High 1 

minute. Spoon frosting over chips. Microwave un-

covered on High 30 seconds; stir. If necessary, 

continue to microwave in 15-second increments 

until mixture can be stirred smooth. Stir in pep-

permint extract. Place 1/2 cup fudge mixture into 

small bowl; tint red by stirring in food color to de-

sired color. Spread untinted fudge mixture into 

pan. Drop heaping tablespoons of red fudge mix-

ture in pan to create random pattern. Pull table 

knife through layers for marbled design. Sprinkle 

crushed candies over top. Refrigerate uncovered 

until set, about 1 hour. Remove from pan by lifting 

foil; peel foil away. Using sharp knife, cut into 8 

rows by 8 rows, cleaning knife blade after each cut. 

Store covered in refrigerator. 
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Hampton Roads Legal Services 

154 Newtown Road, Suite B2 

Virginia Beach, VA 23462 

(757) 276-6555 

THIS FIRM IS NOT A PUBLIC LEGAL AID AGENCY 

Hampton Roads Legal Services located in Virginia Beach assists clients with Debt Relief, Bankruptcy, and Family Law matters. 

We serve Hampton Roads including Virginia Beach, Norfolk, Chesapeake, Portsmouth, Suffolk and surrounding areas.  This 

firm is not a public legal aid agency. 

Office Hours: Mondays – Friday 9:00am-5:00pm 

Office is closed every Monday from 12:00 pm -2:00pm 

Just a friendly reminder that Attorney Pfeiffer and our paralegals do not take walk in appointments or un-

scheduled phone calls. If you need to speak to someone about your case, please call (757) 340-3100 or email                                

info@hamptonroadslegal.com and we can schedule a time for you to call us. This allows us to concentrate on 

your case without interruptions. 

Best Law firm 
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