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One month closer to spring! We’ve had an odd winter this 
year, I think it’s safe to say we’ve barely had any winter at all. 
How has 2019 treated you so far? We talked about setting 
goals and about personal growth last month, have you taken 
your first steps to reach your goals?   
 
Here at the firm, the beginning of the year is an exciting time. 

January has been a busy but exciting month and we’re soon adding a new 
law branch to the firm, read more about this on page 3.  
 
The start of the year for many is a clean slate or a blank canvas where you 
can create whatever kind of life you want. I want to talk about something 
that I think is incredibly important when it comes to personal growth and 
overall happiness. Being grateful for the small things in life. I know it might 
sound like a cliché, but if you take the time to appreciate small things every 
day, your entire perspective begins to change. It’s so easy to focus on the 
negative, it’s our “natural” or “default” state of being. We have to put in 
conscious effort to realize how good we have it. I’m going to leave you with a 
quote from William Arthur Ward. 
 
“Gratitude can transform common days into thanksgivings, turn routine jobs 
into joy and change ordinary opportunities into blessings.” 
 

What small things are you grateful for? 
     

-Attorney Edrie Pfeiffer 

February 2019 Monthly Newsletter  

HRLS Happenings 

 

Just A Thought... 

“When you love what you 

have, you have everything 

you need” 

 

We love our clients, and we 

love referrals! 

Have your referrals mention your 

name so we can recognize you and 

make a donation to the Beach Health 

Clinic in your honor.  Special thanks to 

the following individual who have re-

ferred new clients to us this month: 

J. Thomus 

FREE offer!  
Attorney Pfeiffer understands the confusion and fear of filing bankruptcy. To help you gain 

a full understanding of what you might be getting into, she has written a book called  
“10 Myths about Debts, Collection Actions, and Bankruptcy”.  

To request a completely free copy of this book or to schedule a FREE bankruptcy consulta-
tion, please call us at 757-346-5815 or visit our website at www.hamptonroadslegal.com  
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What You Didn’t Know About Bankruptcy Taxes 
Attorney Bradstreet explains how taxes in bankruptcy works. 

With tax season right around the corner there are just a few things someone wanting to file for bankruptcy should con-

sider. 

The First thing that you want to consider is do you have tax debt, and if you do what year is that debt from? When filing 

for bankruptcy you can only discharge, or “wipe out”, your tax debt if the following conditions have been met:  

Your taxes are income taxes. 

What type of taxes do you owe? If they are payroll taxes or possibly fraud penalties these can never be discharged in a 

bankruptcy; however, if you are attempting to wipe out income taxes these might qualify for being wiped out if you meet 

all the other requirements. 

Did you file a fraudulent tax return? 

Filing a fraudulent tax return in an attempt not to pay your taxes will disqualify you from later trying to wipe out that debt 

even if you meet all the other requirements. Filing a fraudulent tax return can be anything from incorrectly claiming 

Earned income Tax Credit when you’re not eligible for it; Claiming the wrong deductions or stretching the truth and 

claiming more on those deductions than you have; or even simply failing to report income. These are just a few exam-

ples of a fraudulent tax return. 

Is your debt at least three years old? 

This is the tricky one, because it is all about dates. Say you come into my 

office today, February 1, 2019, and you have federal tax debt from 2015. You 

filed your taxes on time and did not ask for an extension. As of today, you 

have not met the 3-year rule; however, you are very close. If you waited to 

file after April 15, 2019 you would be eligible to wipe out that tax debt, but if 

you tried filing before you would still be liable for it. State taxes are a different 

date entirely though. If you have state tax debt, then you would have to wait 

until after May 1
st
 to file.  

Did you file your tax returns on time? 

The IRS must have received your tax return for the debt you are trying to wipe out in the bankruptcy on time. If you are 

approved for an extension and file it before the deadline you are still on time. However, if your extension expires and 

you have not filed a return then you cannot discharge this debt.   

The Second thing to consider is whether the IRS has placed a tax lien on your property. A bankruptcy CANNOT wipe 

out a previously recorded federal tax lien. All the bankruptcy will do is wipe out your personal obligation to pay this debt, 

meaning that the IRS will not be able to attach to a bank account or garnish your wages. The lien will still stay in affect 

however; meaning that you will have to pay off the lien in order to sell the property.  

The Final thing to consider is how much you are getting back in tax refunds. A lot of people will use their tax refund in 

order to pay for their bankruptcy and this is great! But something you want to consider is how much will be in your bank 

account on the day of your filing. Virginia has a “wild card” exemption (meaning the property that you can keep, and the 

Trustee can’t touch) known as a “Homestead Deed”. This is a $5,000 lifetime exemption that is used for things that 

don’t already have an exemption, the number one thing being bank accounts. This means you want to be careful about 

how much money you have in your checking/savings account when you file, if it is more than $5,000 then you might not 

be able to save all of it.  

Considering filing for bankruptcy? Timing is important! Come have a FREE Consultation with Hamp-
ton Roads Legal Services and we can give you your best options and whether you qualify to have 

your tax debt wiped out.  Call 757-346-5815 today! 
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Valentine’s Day Fun! 
Some fun Valentine’s Day activities in the area & Katie’s best gardening tips! 

New Law Branch! 

      This Month We Are Excited To Announce a New Law Branch Addition Coming Soon! 

 

 

Katie’s  

Gardening 

Tips! 

February is the perfect time to prune your 

roses to have a great spring bloom!  Re-

member to use sharp pruners, and to dis-

infect your tools after every cut to avoid 

spreading diseases such as rose rosette 

disease.   Remember to cut above the 

node (may show as a bump on the stem 

where new growth will come from) and at 

an angle to keep water from sitting on the 

cut part.   Thin out the inner 

part of the bush, roses like 

their air flow!  

- Paralegal and Master Gar-

dener Katie Taylor 
Facebook.com/HamptonRoadsLegal 

Starting at the end of March/
beginning of April, Attorney  

Bradstreet will be expanding her 
areas of expertise to include  

Estate Planning. We are very excit-
ed about this expansion and soon 
being able to offer this service to 
our clients. Stay tuned for official 

release date! 
 

For the Love of Pets  

Kids Valentines Craft Workshop 

This Valentine’s Themed Workshop is great for kids who 

love their furry friends!  This event is for children ages 6-12 and is 

being held at the Virginia Beach SPCA, February 10th between 12.30 

PM—3.30 PM. Tickets can be bought online! 

Cheese and Chocolate Wine Pairing 

Something fun for the adults! Branches Tasting Room in Chesapeake 

is hosting a night of Cheese, Chocolate and Wine on February 10th 

between 12.00 PM—6.00 PM. Tickets can be bought online!  

Valentine Bingo Night 

Something fun for all ages! Second Presbyterian Church in Norfolk is 

hosting a FREE bingo night on February 15 between 6.30 PM—8.00 

PM. Expect bingo, pizza, snacks and fellowship! 

Couple’s Paint Night 

For all you creative souls out there, Bloom bistro and lounge in VA 

Beach is hosting a romantic couple’s paint night on February 14th 

between 7.00 PM—9.00 PM.  Get tickets online! 

 

How are you spending Valentines Day? Tell us on Facebook! 
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Hampton Roads Legal Services 

372 S. Independence Blvd., Suite 109 

Virginia Beach, VA 23452 

(757) 346-5815  

THIS FIRM IS NOT A PUBLIC LEGAL AID AGENCY 

Hampton Roads Legal Services located in Virginia Beach assists clients with Debt Relief, Bankruptcy, Family Law and Estate 

Planning matters. We serve Hampton Roads including Virginia Beach, Norfolk, Chesapeake, Portsmouth, Suffolk and sur-

rounding areas.  This firm is not a public legal aid agency. 

Office Hours: Mondays – Friday 9:00am-5:00pm 

Office is closed every Monday from 12:00 pm -2:00pm 

Just a friendly reminder that Attorney Pfeiffer and our paralegals do not take walk in appointments or un-

scheduled phone calls. If you need to speak to someone about your case, please call (757) 340-3100 or email                                

info@hamptonroadslegal.com and we can schedule a time for you to call us. This allows us to concentrate on 

your case without interruptions. 

Best Law firm 

In This Issue… 

1. HRLS Special Note 

2. Important Tax Information! 

3. Valentine’s Day Activities 

4. Katie’s Best Gardening Tips! 

 
Important tax information on page 2! 

tel:757-346-5815
mailto:info@hamptonroadslegal.com

