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This month, attorney Pfeiffer challenges you to set your 
goals for the year. 
 
Welcome to 2021!  As always, a new year means a new start 
for a lot of people. It’s a chance to let go of past mistakes 
and bad habits and focus on setting new goals and work on 
personal growth. This is the perfect time to sit down and 

reflect on who you are, where you are and ultimately where you would 
like to see yourself at the end of this year. What are your goals? Did you 
have one from last year that you didn’t achieve? If so, what could you do 
differently this year to ensure your success? I’m not just talking about  
financial goals —even though they are important as well— but personal 
goals. Making a commitment to achieve something is half the battle, and 
knowing you kept the promise you made to yourself feels incredibly 
good.  
 
One of my main goals with my bankruptcy clients is to make sure that 
they learn from past mistakes and can begin to move forward. That’s ex-
actly what I challenge you to do now.  January is usually a busy month for 
us here, after the holiday rush is over and reality kicks in, people realize 
they still have as much (or even more) debt now than they did last year. 
This is the time to take action. We can help you start fresh along with this 
new year. Let’s start 2021 off right!  
 

      -Attorney Edrie Pfeiffer 

January 2021 Monthly Newsletter  

Fresh Year, Fresh Start! 
 

Just A Thought... 

“I hope you realize that every day 

is a fresh start for you. That every 

sunrise is a new chapter in your 

life waiting to be written” 

—Juansen Dizon 

 

We love our clients, and we 

love referrals! 

Have your referrals mention your 

name so we can recognize you and 

make a donation to the Beach Health 

Clinic in your honor.  Special thanks to 

the following individuals who have 

referred new clients to us this month: 

S. Johnson 

E. Race 

That’s What They Said! Stories From Our Clients 

“When I found myself struggling financially, I was searching for someone who could guide me with what would be a new start for me. I'm 
young and very unknowledgeable so I needed some clear guidance from a professional. Attorney Bradstreet provided me with detailed insight. 

She explained all the options I had and payment discounts that could be provided and all around made my initial fear of filing for bankruptcy 
disappear. It was a very pleasant experience. My questions were always answered promptly and everything that was expected from me was 

made clear from the initial visit. The firm provided clear guidelines and structure and had the ability to deal with people in stressful situations. I 
have met with several different lawyers for various reasons and I would love to see more law firms handle clients who are mentally tired and 

stressed, with the same compassion that I received here. I would absolutely recommend this firm to anyone in financial distress!  

K. Grater - Suffolk, VA  
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Will I lose my home if I file for Bankruptcy? 
Attorney Bradstreet explains the benefits of a Chapter 13 Bankruptcy 

Considering filing for bankruptcy but worried about losing your home? There are numerous benefits of filing a Chapter 

13 bankruptcy. One of those benefits is that you don’t run the risk of losing your home like you might in a Chapter 7 

filing. A Chapter 13 bankruptcy can sometimes be a savior to those who are facing foreclosure because it allows you to 

keep your home and make up the mortgage arrears through a 3 to 5-year payment plan. This is something that is not 

available in a Chapter 7 bankruptcy.  

However, just because you won’t lose your house through the Bankruptcy process does not mean that you cannot lose it 

in other ways.  

What do I need to do to keep my house during a Chapter 13? 

The number one way to keep your home in a Chapter 13 is to keep your mortgage current throughout the entire bank-

ruptcy. Your second priority is paying your Trustee payment. By doing this you are paying back those arrears on your 

house and at the end of the bankruptcy you will not have to face the fears of foreclosure. 

However, some common things that arise during a Chapter 13 bankruptcy that people don’t really think about are: 

 If you are paying your mortgage through an automatic 

debit this will stop once you file for bankruptcy. This 

means that you need to manually make your payment 

each month instead of expecting it to automatically 

come out.  

 

 Maintain your home while in your bankruptcy so that 

you can avoid large repairs. If you see that a repair 

might be coming up, or you have noticed it for a 

while, do not use your mortgage money in order to 

make these repairs all at one time. Instead you will 

need to budget a little money each month in order to 

slowly make these repairs.  

 

 Accidentally falling behind on your payments. Sometimes when the mortgage company claims that you are behind 

on your mortgage payments, it doesn’t always mean that you missed last month’s payment, or even the month be-

fore that. Sometimes it means that you have been making partial payments each month so you are constantly be-

hind, or you missed a payment 8 months ago. Even though you haven’t missed one since, the mortgage company 

still shows that you are behind on a payment.  

 

 It’s always a good idea to keep a record of your mortgage payment history in a safe place. In case the mortgage 

company claims that you are behind on payments, you will have to provide these anyway, so having those on hand 

makes the process a lot smoother.  

Remember why you filed for bankruptcy in the first place: to keep your home. Make sure to keep your eye on the 

prize throughout the bankruptcy by making your monthly mortgage payments. 

 

Ready to start the process? Give us a call at 757-346-5815 to schedule your appointment! 
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 Winter Tips from HRLS 
 Katie’s Gardening Tips & a Great Chili Recipe to Keep You Warm! 

Staff Spotlight 

      Our Bankruptcy Assistant Vanessa 

 

 

Any Gardeners 

 Out There?  

January is a great time for 

planning your garden for the year.  The big-

gest thing to decide is what do you want out 

of your garden!  Do you want a pollinator gar-

den to attract bees and butterflies?  Are you 

looking for the biggest, prettiest flowers in 

your neighborhood?  Or how about a home 

grown tomato?  Once you decide what kind of 

garden you are looking for, it’s time to decide 

where the garden will be, and plan any work 

that needs to be done prior to planting.  Best 

of luck in your winter preparing!  

 

- Master Gardener and Senior 

Paralegal, Katie Taylor  

Facebook.com/HamptonRoadsLegal 

Have you met Vanessa?  She is originally from California, a recent 

grad from ODU.  She enjoys drawing and a good TV show on 

Netflix.  In her downtime, she enjoys going to the gym and trying 

out new recipes. One day she wants a backyard where she can 

learn to garden.  She is a cat mom and enjoys drinking coffee on 

her balcony.  And one day she’d love to own a house on a lake 

with children and grandchildren. 

1. Add the olive oil to a large soup pot and place it over  medium-high heat for 
two minutes. Add the onion. Cook for 5 minutes, stirring occasionally. 

2. Add the ground beef to the pot. Break it apart with a wooden spoon. Cook for 
6-7 minutes, until the beef is browned, stirring occasionally. 

3. Add the chili powder, cumin, sugar, tomato paste,  garlic powder, salt, pepper, 
and optional cayenne. Stir until well combined. 

4. Add the broth, diced tomatoes (with their juice), drained beans, and tomato 
sauce. Stir well. 

5. Bring the liquid to a low boil. Then, reduce the heat (low to medium-low) to 
gently simmer the chili, uncovered, for 20-25 minutes, stirring occasionally. 

6. Remove the pot from the heat. Let the chili rest for 5-10 minutes before serv-
ing. 

 
Ingredients: 1 tablespoon olive oil, 
1 medium yellow onion –diced, 1 pound 90% lean 
ground beef, 2 1/2 tablespoons chili powder, 
2 tablespoons ground cumin, 2 tablespoons granulated sugar, 
2 tablespoons tomato paste, 1 tablespoon garlic powder, 1 
1/2 teaspoons salt, 1/2 teaspoon ground black pepper, 1/4 teaspoon ground 
cayenne pepper* -optional, 1 1/2 cups beef broth, 1 (15 oz.) can petite diced 
tomatoes, 1 (16 oz.) can red kidney beans, drained and rinsed, 1 (8 oz.) 
can tomato sauce. 

 

CHILI RECIPE 

Cold outside?  
Try this 
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Hampton Roads Legal Services 

154 Newtown Road, Suite B2-100 

Virginia Beach, VA 23462 

(757) 276-6555 

THIS FIRM IS NOT A PUBLIC LEGAL AID AGENCY 

Hampton Roads Legal Services located in Virginia Beach assists clients with Debt Relief, Bankruptcy, Family Law and Estate 

Planning matters. We serve Hampton Roads including Virginia Beach, Norfolk, Chesapeake, Portsmouth, Suffolk and sur-

rounding areas.  This firm is not a public legal aid agency. 

Office Hours: Mondays – Friday 9:00am-5:00pm 

Office is closed every Monday from 12:00 pm -2:00pm 

Just a friendly reminder that Attorney Pfeiffer and our paralegals do not take walk in appointments or un-

scheduled phone calls. If you need to speak to someone about your case, please call (757) 340-3100 or email                                

info@hamptonroadslegal.com and we can schedule a time for you to call us. This allows us to concentrate on 

your case without interruptions. 

Best Law firm 

In This Issue… 

1. HRLS Special Note 

2. How to not lose your home... 

3. Best recipe on a cold day! 

4. Employee Spotlight 
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