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HRLS Happenings
Just A Thought...
“If summer had one defining
scent, it’d definitely be the smell
of barbecue.”

Summer is here! Can you believe it’s already June? This
year has been a weird one, and even with restrictions
starting to lighten up, this summer will surely look very
different.

- Katie Lee

How have you been spending your time? The good thing
about living in Hampton Roads is that we have so many
trails and beaches that are open for exercising, so at least
we’re able to get lots of sunshine and fresh air. Thankfully it seems like
the risk of catching this virus while being outside is very low, so exercise
is not something we need to hold back on.

We love our clients, and we
love referrals!
Have your referrals mention your
name so we can recognize you and
make a donation to the Beach Health
Clinic in your honor. Special thanks to
the following individual who have referred new clients to us this month.

We want to let you know that since we have entered phase one, our
office is semi-open again. We are available for in office appointments and
will be limiting the number of people in the building, as well as sanitizing
all surfaces several times through the day. We also remain available for
video conferences for clients who don’t feel comfortable coming into the
office, or for those feeling under the weather. For everyone’s safety we
ask that everyone coming into the office practice social distancing as
much as possible, and remain home if you have been exposed to someone with COVID-19 or are experiencing symptoms.
We hope you get to enjoy this summer as much as possible!

S. Wisdom

FREE OFFER!
Have you or someone you know been financially
affected by the coronavirus? We would like to help you!
Call our office at 757-346-5815 to schedule a bankruptcy
consultation where Attorney Pfeiffer will help you create
Page 1

What is a Debtor’s Prison?
Attorney Pfeiffer explains

Many years ago, like a couple of centuries, it was common to throw someone in jail when they could not pay
their debts. These jails were referred to as “Debtor’s Prison”. You were held in jail until you could pay your debts.
Kind of a strange situation isn’t it, you can’t pay your debts so they throw you in jail where you can’t work until
you pay your debts. How are you supposed to pay your debts when you can’t go to work? Fortunately, over a
hundred years ago, the US Supreme Court ruled that debtor’s prisons were not constitutional.
There are still something similar to debtor’s prisons in many states though. Most people know that you can be
thrown in jail if you fail to make child support payments. If you have child or spousal support payment that you
are behind on, you can deal with that through a Chapter 13 Bankruptcy. If you have been ordered to pay criminal fines and fail to make those payments, a Judge may order that you be sentenced to a time in jail as a sanction
for failing to make the payments.
You can also face jail time over a debt. If you fail to pay a debt, the creditor can sue you and obtain a judgment
against you. The creditor will then try to collect on the debt through a garnishment against your wages and/or
your bank account. If they are unable to collect on the garnishment, they will want to find out where they should be garnishing you. To do this, the creditor will have the Court issue a Summons To Answer Interrogatories. This is a fancy legal way of saying the creditor wants to ask you questions under oath. On the
Summons is a statement that says you must appear at the hearing and if you fail to appear, you can be fined or imprisoned. If
you fail to appear at the hearing, the next step will be for the
Court to issue a Summons to Show Cause. This is an Order from
the Court to appear and explain to the Judge why you didn’t appear at the previous hearing. If the Judge doesn’t like your answer, he has the power to have you thrown in jail
as a penalty for violating the previous Court Order. While this is rarely done in Virginia, the Court does have the
power to enforce it’s orders through jail time.
Another version of debtor’s prison is an arrest warrant for car theft. In recent years, we have seen a number of
car creditors file criminal charges for auto theft when they were unable to repossess a vehicle. If you are failing
to make the monthly payments on a car loan, you should not try to hide the car from the creditor. They have a
legal right to repossess it and if you block that right, they can press charges against you for theft. These are very
serious charges and may be difficult to defend. If you or someone know is behind on car payments, come and
talk to us about it. There are ways to keep a car through a Chapter 13 bankruptcy.
Our modern bankruptcy system provides people with a way to deal with the vast majority of their debts. While
filing for bankruptcy should never be taken lightly, it is a far better alternative than debtor’s prison. If you are
struggling with debts and facing law suits over unpaid bills, we can help you.

Give our office a call at 757-346-5815 so we can schedule a consultation for you!
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Welcome Summer Time!
This month is all about enjoying the outdoors

Good things during COVID-19?

Katie’s
Gardening Tips!
June is a glorious month
in the garden! The flowers are blooming, the
bees are hard at work, and your vegetables are
producing! There are some things you should
know about summer gardening, to make things
easier on your plants, and on you. First, never
water during the heat of the day! Always water in
the early morning or the evening, and it’s best to
water close to the base of the plants with as little
splashing as possible to avoid transferring soil
borne pathogens onto your plants. Second,
know your plants will wilt in the heat, don’t give in
to over-watering to compensate for the wilting as
it is perfectly natural. Squash are a good example of plants that droop in heat, but rebound
beautifully on their own once the sun goes
down. Lastly, as the summer storms start to roll
in, make sure to empty anything that sits outside
holding water after a storm, to help with mosquito
control. Standing water = mosquito nursery =
gardening with a side of scratching. Happy gardening!

- Paralegal and Master

As we start to emerge from COVID-19 lockdowns,
it’s so easy to just talk about how horrible it has
been to be so isolated or bored. But we wonder if
you have experienced any upsides you’d like to
share? Did you finally have
time to try out a family recipe?
Or realize the importance of
family members you could no
longer visit or appreciate the
ones you had time to spend
time with? Did you go for walks
and meet neighbors you wouldn’t have before? Did you finish
a home project? Did you deep
clean your house? Learn to bake bread? We want to
hear about it! Share it with us on Facebook!

Facebook.com/HamptonRoadsLegal

Gardener Katie Taylor

Hampton Roads Trails
Let’s kick off the summer!

Some of the best outdoor trails in our area :
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sandy Bottom Nature Park in Newport News.
Mount Trashmore in Virginia Beach.
Grandview Nature Preserve in Hampton.
Northwest River Park in Chesapeake.
Hoffler Creek Wildlife Preserve in Portsmouth.
Elizabeth River Trail in Norfolk.

Happy Hiking!
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Hampton Roads Legal Services

372 S. Independence Blvd., Suite 109
Virginia Beach, VA 23452
(757) 346-5815
THIS FIRM IS NOT A PUBLIC LEGAL AID AGENCY
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Hampton Roads Legal Services located in Virginia Beach assists clients with Debt Relief, Bankruptcy, Family Law and Estate
Planning matters. We serve Hampton Roads including Virginia Beach, Norfolk, Chesapeake, Portsmouth, Suffolk and surrounding areas. This firm is not a public legal aid agency.

Office Hours: Mondays – Friday 9:00am-5:00pm
Office is closed every Monday from 12:00 pm -2:00pm

Just a friendly reminder that Attorney Pfeiffer and our paralegals do not take walk in appointments or unscheduled phone calls. If you need to speak to someone about your case, please call (757) 340-3100 or email
info@hamptonroadslegal.com and we can schedule a time for you to call us. This allows us to concentrate on
your case without interruptions.
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