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October is here and it has finally brought some cooler weather to 
Hampton Roads, which our staff is very excited about! Do you 
have any fun plans for October? 
 
Since one of our plans for the future is to 
purchase an RV and take some extended 
trips around the US, my husband and I 
decided to rent an RV similar to what we 

are considering buying. So in the middle of September, we 
rented a Class A motorhome for a long weekend. It was 
great fun packing up the mobile home with the things we 
needed for the trip, including food. We loaded our dog in 
and hit the road for Lake Gaston. Since we knew we 
would also need a vehicle for running around once we got 
there, we had made arrangements to rent an economy car close to the campground 

we were staying at. It was quite a different experi-
ence driving the RV. You really take up the entire 
lane. We had a great time though and are definite-
ly committed to getting our own RV. Even the dog 
seemed to enjoy the trip although she was not 
happy about having to be on a leash when she was 
outside.  
 

Also, did you see us on TV? I was a guest at Hamp-
ton Roads Morning Show on 9/25, check it out on 
wavy.com if you missed it! 

 

October 2019 Monthly Newsletter  

HRLS Happenings  

Just A Thought... 

“Once you choose hope,  

anything’s possible”  

- Christopher Reeve  

We love our clients, and we 

love referrals! 

Have your referrals mention your 

name so we can recognize you and 

make a donation to the Beach Health 

Clinic in your honor.  Special thanks to 

the following individual who have 

referred new clients to us this month: 

P. Griffin 

 

FREE OFFER! 

Someone threatened to have me arrested if I don't make a payment on my loan. I heard that a credi-
tor can take money out of my paycheck or my bank account. I heard that if I file bankruptcy, it will 

ruin my credit for the rest of my life. Is any of this true? 
 

No more guessing and wondering! Attorney Pfeiffer explains some of the most common myths in 
her 10 Myths book! 

 
Call us at 757-346-5815 or visit hamptonroadslegal.com/reports to get 

your FREE copy! 

-Attorney Edrie Pfeiffer 
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Bankruptcy and Your Credit Score: The Real Story 
Attorney Bradstreet gives you the inside scoop! 

One of the questions I am asked the most is the effect of a bankruptcy on your credit score. When you first 
file for bankruptcy this can initially drop your credit score; however, over time this will become less and less 
of a hit. This is mostly in the case of people who still have a good credit score, but I have found that by the 
time someone meets with me they are usually already at the point where they are getting judgments/
garnishments against them because they are behind on their payments, or they are close to it. 

Your Credit Score can be affected by several things: 

• Missed payments (makes up 35% of your score) 

• High debt in comparison to your credit limits (35%) 

• Number of years of credit history (15%) 

• Opening a lot of New accounts at once (10%) 

• Credit of the same type (10%) 
 

Depending on whether you decide to do a Chapter 13 bankruptcy or a Chapter 7 bankruptcy, it will be on 
your credit report for 7 to 10 years. However, once things on your credit report that were connected to your 
bankruptcy get older they begin to fall off your credit report and therefore effect your credit score less and 
less. 

When someone applies for a new credit card, or a mortgage, or a car loan 
the first thing that the creditor will do is check your Credit Score. The thing 
they are most concerned about is what has happened in the past 24 
months. Depending on when your first got your accounts, if none of them 
are more than ten years old, a bankruptcy may put you back into the same 
position you were when you were 18 with no credit history. This is why it is 
crucial for you to start implementing good habits right away to rebuild your 
credit after a bankruptcy. Despite your bankruptcy, there are a few ways to 
rebuild your credit after your discharge. 
 
Secured Credit Cards: This requires you to give the credit card company a lump sum of money that they 
keep as collateral. You are then issued a card with a limit for that amount. Be careful to look at the hidden 
fees and make sure you’re not spending more than it is worth. 
 
Car loan: specifically, when you have a large down payment, getting a car loan is usually easier than other 
types of loans. If you reaffirm a car loan from before your bankruptcy this can help build your credit as well. 
 
Store Credit Cards: When applying for a store card they often times have less stringent requirements in 
order to qualify. However, this also means they tend to have a higher interest rate so make sure that you are 
not putting yourself back in the same boat you just got out of. The best way to use these, if you know you 
have $20 in your pocket and you want to buy a shirt from JCPenny’s for $18. Use your card and once the 
transaction is complete ask to pay off the balance on your card. 
 
Some other tips to keep in mind while trying to rebuild your credit is to (1) keep your older cards active and 
in good standing, this will help you with your “length of credit history” factor; (2) don’t apply for multiple cards 
in the beginning because you’re trying to rebuild your score, this will help you with the “opening too many 
accounts” factor; and (3) do your homework on any credit card offers your receive and use those cards wise-
ly. 

Are you ready to start the process? We can help you. Call us at  757-346-5815! 
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Breast Cancer Awareness Month  

 

Katie’s  

Gardening Tips! 

 

One of the unexpected 
delights in my garden this year was the ap-
pearance of hummingbirds.  Don’t blink or you 
will miss it!  There are several ways to attract 
these tiny birds to your yard.  The first way is 
by hummingbird feeders.   A lesson I learned 
the hard way is that these must be cleaned 
often, in fact daily during the heat of the sum-
mer.   It may take a year or two of consistent 
feeding to have regular visitors to your 
yard.  Another way to encourage the hum-
mingbirds is to plant what they enjoy in your 
yard.  Some plants that are idea for this would 
be cardinal vine or flower, salvia, or pineap-
ple sage which gives color late in the sea-
son.  Other hummingbird friendly plants in-
clude bleeding heart, hibiscus, 
sunflowers, lantana, Echinacea, 
and dahlias. 
 

- Paralegal and Master  
Gardener Katie Taylor Facebook.com/HamptonRoadsLegal 

October fun for all ages! 

Celebrate the new season with the family at the Harvest Festival 
at Hunt Club with farm animals you can pet, pony rides, farm 
tours, carnival rides and a huge collection of Pungo pumpkins. 

When the sun goes down, and the kids are in bed, come back for 
Haunted Hunt Club’s Wicked Whispers, featuring the Field of 
Screams, Haunted Hayride, and the Village of the Dead. The 

popular Halloween Festival has been scaring Virginia Beach locals 
and visitors for over 30 years.  

 
The Harvest Festival is open everyday from September 28-

October 31, 10 am—6.00 pm. 

 
More info at www.huntclubfarm.com 

Breast Cancer is the most common cancer among women and the second 

leading cause of cancer deaths among women according to the CDC. One 

way to help fight this devastating disease is to contribute to charities that 

focus on the research, prevention and treatment of breast cancer. Some 

of the top-rated charities are: 

• Breast Cancer Research Foundation  (www.bcrf.org) 

• National Breast Cancer Coalition Fund  

(www.breastcancerdeadline2020.org) 

• Breast Cancer Prevention Partners (www.bcpp.org) 

HELP THE FIGHT! 
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Hampton Roads Legal Services 

372 S. Independence Blvd., Suite 109 

Virginia Beach, VA 23452 

(757) 346-5815  

THIS FIRM IS NOT A PUBLIC LEGAL AID AGENCY 

Hampton Roads Legal Services located in Virginia Beach assists clients with Debt Relief, Bankruptcy, Family Law and Estate 

Planning matters. We serve Hampton Roads including Virginia Beach, Norfolk, Chesapeake, Portsmouth, Suffolk and sur-

rounding areas.  This firm is not a public legal aid agency. 

Office Hours: Mondays – Friday 9:00am-5:00pm 

Office is closed every Monday from 12:00 pm -2:00pm 

Just a friendly reminder that Attorney Pfeiffer and our paralegals do not take walk in appointments or un-

scheduled phone calls. If you need to speak to someone about your case, please call (757) 340-3100 or email                                

info@hamptonroadslegal.com and we can schedule a time for you to call us. This allows us to concentrate on 

your case without interruptions. 

Best Law firm 

In This Issue… 

1. Note from Attorney Pfeiffer 

2. Bankruptcy and Your Credit Score 

3. Halloween tips! 

4. Katie’s Best Gardening Tips 

 Check inside for some Halloween fun! 

tel:757-346-5815
mailto:info@hamptonroadslegal.com

