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Do you follow us on Facebook?  If you do, you may have seen 
my tips on how and why you should be a “Learner”. If you 
missed it, here it is again. 
 

Did you know that one trait virtually all self-made million-
aires share it that they are life-time learners?  
 
This doesn’t mean that they go to school their entire life. It 

means that they are always seeking out new knowledge, primarily through 
reading. If you want to be successful in life, regardless of how you define 
success, you should also be a life-time learner. Here are two inexpensive 
ways to help you be a life-time learner.  
 
One: use your public library. The library has far more than just books. You 
can get DVDs, use the internet and get electronic books if you don’t like a 
real book. Membership is free and they have numerous other resources that 
you can use.  
 
Two: If you like to buy books but are running out of room, check out The 
Book Exchange, close to Lynnhaven Mall. You can bring in books that you no 
longer want and they will give you store credit for the ones that they can 
use. You can then get new books to read. I cleaned out many of my old 
books and got a really cool book on 1,000 Things to See Or Do In The United 
States and Canada. I am having great fun planning for retirement trips.  
 

-Attorney Edrie Pfeiffer 
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HRLS Happenings  

Just A Thought... 

“Nothing will work unless you do”  

- Maya Angelou  

 

We love our clients, and we 

love referrals! 

Have your referrals mention your 

name so we can recognize you and 

make a donation to the Beach Health 

Clinic in your honor.  Special thanks to 

the following individual who have re-

ferred new clients to us this month: 

C. Thurman 

 

FREE OFFER! 

Someone threatened to have me arrested if I don't make a payment on my loan. I heard that a credi-
tor can take money out of my paycheck or my bank account. I heard that if I file bankruptcy, it will 

ruin my credit for the rest of my life. Is any of this true? 
 

No more guessing and wondering! Attorney Pfeiffer explains some of the most common myths in 
her 10 Myths book! 

 
Call us at 757-346-5815 or visit hamptonroadslegal.com/reports to get 

your FREE copy! 
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Common Mistakes in Separation Agreements 
Separation Agreements are supposed to make life easier, not harder! 

When couples prepare their own separation agreement, they often make major mistakes that 
an attorney would be able to identify quickly. Here are three common mistakes that we see in 
agreements that individuals have prepared without the assistance of an experienced attorney. 
 

They don't cover all the necessary items. 
Many times a couple will only cover the things that are important to them, like child custody 
and visitation, and leave out important elements. A separation agreement should cover all as-
pects of the marriage and divorce from who gets what to who pays for what. A sample form 
that you find on-line simply cannot get you to identify all the issues that need to be covered. A 
separation agreement is supposed to make the divorce easier but leaving items out of a separa-
tion agreement leaves the door open for later court action. 
 

Some issues are not fully addressed. 
A couple may determine child custody, visitation and support but leave out important elements 
like medical insurance or what will happen if the person 
paying child support dies while the child is still a minor. 
There are many other issues that you need to make provi-
sions for that go beyond the obvious. An experienced 
attorney will know to ask the “what if” questions that will 
make sure you have complete terms in the separation 
agreement. 
 

Couples make provisions for things that 
they have no legal responsibility for in the separation agreement. 
We frequently see separation agreements that provide terms about college expenses for a mi-
nor child. A parent has no legal responsibility to provide for a child's college expenses and 
should not assume those responsibilities because of a divorce or separation. We even saw one 
agreement where the noncustodial parent agreed to buy each child a car of their choosing 
when they graduated from high school. We told him that we wanted to be adopted and we 
wanted a Lamborghini. While that is over the top, it does show the danger of not having an 
agreement reviewed by an attorney before you sign it. 
Don't fall into the trap of thinking that you can prepare your own separation agreement and 
everything will be fine. Before you sign a document that will have long lasting impact on your 
life, make sure that you at least have it reviewed by an experienced attorney.  Give us a call! 
One of our attorneys will meet with you to either draft a complete separation agreement or re-
view an agreement that you have already had prepared. 

 
Are you ready to start the process? We can help you. Call us at  757-346-5815! 
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            September fun! 
                Enjoy this last month of great and comfortable temperatures 

Wasserhund Oktoberfest 

Celebrate Oktoberfest in Virginia Beach! 

 

 

Katie’s  

Gardening Tips! 

Oh the beauty of the Monarch 
Butterfly, which almost every-
one knows has experienced 
rapidly declining numbers in 
recent years.  But we, the backyard gardeners, can 
help! The answer is Milkweed.  Milkweed is the plant 
that brings the monarch butterflies, and there are all 
kinds of milkweed available to choose from!  Some 
varieties are annual, and some are perennial.  Tropi-
cal Milkweed has the bright orange and yellow flow-
ers, but is typically an annual in this climate, so would 
need to be planted every year.  Luckily, we have a 
native kind, which is Swamp Milkweed, and I promise 
it is prettier than it sounds!  This variety is a native, 
which means very low maintenance, and is also per-
ennial, so your plant comes back every year to feed 
those hungry caterpillars.  Swamp Milkweed can be 
planted in the fall, to establish strong healthy 
roots.  The plant will get a couple feet tall, and the 
flowers are light pink.  And the best part? You get a 
front row seat for the cycle of life of a 
particularly gorgeous butterfly! 
 

- Paralegal and Master  
Gardener Katie Taylor 

Facebook.com/HamptonRoadsLegal 

Budget Back-to-School Shopping! 

Running a little behind on getting all your kids back-to-school 
supplies? Trying to find a great place to save some money? Try 
the Dollar Store!  One of my favorite discount spots, your local 
version of “dollar store” offers all sorts of school supplies—
containers, paper, stickers, pens, markers, crayons…the list goes 
on and on. Now, obviously some stores are offering deals for less 
than $1 on certain items (so 
buy the .19 box of Crayola 
Crayons at the other store) 
but for most of the basics 
$1 can’t be beat! 

Check the $1 bins at Target 
and the dollar section at other discount stores as well. At this 
time of year there are usually great deals on certain supplies 
we’re all in the market for. Avoid getting wooed by the decora-
tive items you don’t need. Those dollar bins are very tempting! 

The dollar store offers unbeatable back-to-school savings on 
many items, so don’t forget to check out your local dollar shop! 

Since a trip to Germany around this time is a tad bit expensive, why 

not celebrate Oktoberfest right here in Virginia Beach instead?  

Wasserhund Brewery and the Nobleman are presenting the 4th 

Annual Oktoberfest Event for all of Coastal Virginia and beyond on 

September 21st from noon till 5pm at Hunt Club Farm in Virginia 

Beach. This event will serve as the quintessential Oktoberfest for 

our area featuring over 30 breweries, traditional German food and 

fair, festival atmosphere, and so much more.  

 

Visit huntclubfarm.com/events for more information! 



 

Page  4 

Hampton Roads Legal Services 

372 S. Independence Blvd., Suite 109 

Virginia Beach, VA 23452 

(757) 346-5815  

THIS FIRM IS NOT A PUBLIC LEGAL AID AGENCY 

Hampton Roads Legal Services located in Virginia Beach assists clients with Debt Relief, Bankruptcy, Family Law and Estate 

Planning matters. We serve Hampton Roads including Virginia Beach, Norfolk, Chesapeake, Portsmouth, Suffolk and sur-

rounding areas.  This firm is not a public legal aid agency. 

Office Hours: Mondays – Friday 9:00am-5:00pm 

Office is closed every Monday from 12:00 pm -2:00pm 

Just a friendly reminder that Attorney Pfeiffer and our paralegals do not take walk in appointments or un-

scheduled phone calls. If you need to speak to someone about your case, please call (757) 340-3100 or email                                

info@hamptonroadslegal.com and we can schedule a time for you to call us. This allows us to concentrate on 

your case without interruptions. 

Best Law firm 

In This Issue… 

1. Note from Attorney Pfeiffer 

2. Common mistakes in Separation Agreements  

3. Back to school shopping on a budget 

4. Katie’s Best Gardening Tips 

 Want to celebrate Oktoberfest without going to Germany? Check inside! 

tel:757-346-5815
mailto:info@hamptonroadslegal.com

